











Numes. XIV. 


The LA YMONK, 


Nibil eft quod Deus efficere non poteft CF quidem fine labore 
ullo. Tully. 
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HE Power of Operation, as Philofophers 

obferve, foll!ows the Nature and Effence of 

the Being 5 and as we cannot conceive the 
Effence of any Creature without the Principles of 
Aétivity and Motion fuitable to their Natures, fo 
tis impoffible to form the Idea of an Infinite Being, 
without afcribing to him Infinite Strength and Vi- 
gour. The greater Degree of Excellence any Being 
pofteffes, the larger Meafure of Ability ’tisendow’d 
with. The Sun, by reafon of the Vattnefs of his 
Body, and the Energy of his Nature, hasa Power 
to illuminate and warm to a prodigious Diftance and 
an intenfe Degree. But fuppofing this glorious 
Creature had been made of a far larger Size, and 
had an innate Capacity to diffufe its Heat and Light 
ina much greater Proportion than it now does 5 or 
fuppofe, were it poflible, that thoie Eftential Pro- 
perties were Infinite, then fince all Things aét ac- 
cording to their Meature of Being, he would inft- 
nitely heat and enlighten the World. Hence ts 
evident, that fince the Divine Nature is Infinite, 
his Force and Principle of Operation muft be fo 
too; the Reafon is, becaufe his Power ts indeed 
his Effence, conceiv’d as exerted and efficacious in 
producing Things without himfelf. If the Sphere 
of his Activity is not unlimited, it muft be bounded 
by fome forcign Power, or by his own Will; the 
firit cannot be true, for then there would be an A- 
gent fuperior to the Supreme Being, and capable 
of controu'ing him; nor can the laft be granted, 
for the Divine Being is unable to will the Abfence 
of any Excellence from his Nature, for that would 


be to decree his own Imperfection and Unhappi- 
nes. 


(Price Three Half-pence.) 


All the numerous Beings of the Univerfe derive 
the various Perfections they poflefs from this ex- 
hauftlefs Source of Power and Excellence. Their 
Original is from nothing ; and as at the Divine 
Call they ftep’d into Being, they owe to him all 
the Properties and Endowments of their Nature, 
as well as their Fxiftence. All the Kinds and De- 
grees of Perfection, difpers’d with infinite Variet 
among created Beings, are Streams at firft deriv’d, 
and {till fed from the Fountain of Being, which 
tho’ communicated to the Creature, are not inde- 
pendent, and feparated from the firft Caufe, but 
are {till the Creator’s Perfections exifting in his 
Creatures 5; and as all the Beams of Wifdom and 
Knowledge, that enlighten human Underftandings, 
are Emanations emitted, and conftantly fupply’d 
from the Father of Light 5 and as all the Good- 
nefs and Benevolence that are found diffus’d thro’ 
the whole Creation, are communicated from his 
immenfe Stores, fo all the different Degrees of 
Force and Vigour inherent in all the Ranks of 
Beings in the Univerfe owe their Original to the 
fame Caufe. And fince tis impoffible that an 
Thing can impart or convey to another what it 
felf never poffefs’d, the original Caufe mutt enjoy 
in a tranfcendent Manner, and a more eminent 
Degree, all the Energy and Strenpth of every 
Thing which he brought into Being. The Powers, 
Vigours and Principles of Motion, exifting di- 
ftintly in all the Individuals, from the Creature 
of the higheft Order to the meaneft Atome, ars 


colleéted in the Author, the immenfe Ocean of 
Perfection. 
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All created Beings are endow’d with tome Prin- 
ciples of Activity, and in that Degree, of which 
their ditferent Natures and Capacities are recep- 
tive, diltributed to them by the Supreme Occono- 
rot of the World. ‘Vhe Sun, by {preading his 
Treafures of Light, tluminates and warms the 
Airc, and communicates his prolifick Influences to 
the Bowels of the Earth, and the Depths of the 
Sea, to which fo many Creatures owe their Birth. 
With what wonderful Energy has the Creator en- 
dow'd a fall vegetable Seed, that it fhould fhoot 
up its lofty Head, {prea abroad its Branches, and 
produce by its fruittul Activity new Seeds like it 
felf, which can ftill propagate the Species, and 
multiply themfelves mto numberlefs Plants. Sup- 
pole the Streneth of the Elephant and Whale, 
the Rhinoceros and the Crocadile, and all other 
Principles of Motion, that are found among in- 
animate, brute and rational Beings, were lodg'd 
none fingle Subject, would not fuch a Strength 
be ftupendous, and confound all Conception ? 
But to go higher: Confider the Force and Agility 
of an Angel, who, as the Royal Poet fays, excels im 
Strensth 5 if the Power of one Angel be fo admi- 
rable, what is that of many ‘Thoulands ? And how 
much fuperior is that of a'l the mighty and num- 
berlefs Hoft of Heaven ? Suppofe that all the Vi- 
gour and Ability difpens’d in fuch immenfe Por- 
tions to each Individual of thefe excellent Beings, 
the eldeft Sons of GOD, were united in one of 
that Species, what human UOnderltanding ftretch’d 
to its utmoft Extent would be able to grafp fo 
vat an Idea of Power? Now all the Strength 
collected in this imagin’d Angel is actually exiltent 
in the Author of their Order, and in a Degree 
infinitely fuperior to that of this fuppos’d Seraph, 
who being itill of a limited Nature, would not 
excel the moft contemptible Worm, fo much as 
himfelf would be furpafs’d by the Supreme Be- 
ing. ‘There is fome Proportion between the moft 
defpicable and the moft excellent Creature, both 
bemg finite and dependent, but there is none be- 
tween the moft glorious Creature and his infinite 
Author. 

The Sphere of Omnipotence, however unlimi- 
ted, 1s not extended to any Action that denotes 
moral Deformity, for that would by no Means 
be a Demonftration of Power, but of Weaknefs 
and Imperfection ; nor to the doing of any 
‘Thing inconfiftent with or diftrudtive of it felf, 
or fo contrary and repugnant to the Nature of 
Things, that it implies an evident Contradiétion : 
For Inftance, it is not poifible to Almighty Power 
tomakea Thing paft not to have ever been; to 
caufe a Thing to be out of Being, while it is aétu- 
ally in Being 5 to make what is effentially good 


evil, and what is true faue 5. for this would be to 
make «wo Things cant togechez, which ot Necef. 
fity dettroy one another, Which is infignificant, 
and produces no Eitect at all. ‘Lhofe who affirm, 
that ’tis in the Power of GOD to remove the 
Oppotition and Repugnancy between the two 
‘Terms of a Contradiétion, that they fhould not 
clafh and ruin one another, affert only an inefh- 
cacious and unfruitful Energy 5 for fince thofg two 
Terms united are abfolutely deltructive of each 
other, neither of them can exift, and therefore no 
Produétion follows, which indeed 1s doing no- 
thing. And therefore thofe Difputants, who are 
fo hard driven, that in the Defence of any Do&rine 
in Re igion they are compeil’d to fly to this Re- 
fuse, “hat Omnipotence can_efte& a Thing, the 
doing of which involves a Contradiction, ofter the 
higheit Affront to the Underitanding of Mankind, 
by advancing fuch ridiculous Notions, as unactive 
Aétivity, and omnipotent Idl-nefs: This is to 
affirm that Almighty Power can reconcile Light 
and Darknefs, make Senfe and Nonfenfe, Abfur- 
dities and felfevident Truths the fame Things. 

"Tis yet farther evident, that the Supreme being 
is endow’d with Almighty Power from this Refle- 
Stion, that were he not, all his other Attributes 
would be uleleis. "To what Purpofe fheuld infi- 
nite Wifdom form Defigns, if Power were wanting 
to put them im Execution? Impotent Goodnefs 
would be but an empty Benevolence, an unopera- 
tive kind Nature, widing but unable to make 
others happy. How could Juftice unarm’d with 
Might terrify the Criminal with threaten’d Punifh- 
ments, or fupport the Vertuous with the Expecta- 
tion of promis’d Rewards ? So that if Omnipo- 
tence fhou'd be remov’d from the Divine Nature, 
it would carry along with it all the other Attributes 
and PerfeStions, and by that entirely deftroy the 
Idea of a Deity. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
This Day is Publith’d. 


Pre-exiftence, a Poem, in Imitation cf Milton. Printed 
for Fohn Clark, at the Bible and Crown in the Old-Change, 
near St. Paul’s: And may alfobe had cf F¥. Roberts in 
Warwick-lane, Ff. Harrifon by the Royal-Exchange, A. 
Dodd without Temple-Bar, and R. Bond at Charing-Crofs. 


PETER BARTLETT, removed from Goodman's 
Fields, to the Golden.Ball near St. Paul's School, in 
St. Paul's Church-Yard ; whofe Steel, Spring and Jointed 
Trusszs are very effectual in the Cure ct Rupturtrs ; 
being very eafy and nicely adapted, according to the 
Anatomical Defeription of thofe Parts of the Body liable 
to fuch Accidents. 

His Mother, who lives at the Golden-Bal! near the 
Tiree Crowens within Aldgate, 1s luccefsful in the Buf. 
nefs, to her own Sex. 





LONDON, Printed: And Sold by James Roberts in Warwick-Lane, where 
Advertifements are taken in, at Three Shillings each. 
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